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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM B. ‘‘BILL’’ 

ZIMMERMAN, JR. 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor William B. ‘‘Bill’’ Zimmerman, Jr., of 
Covington. Bill passed away on November 6, 
2017 at the age of 74. He was a fixture in the 
community who gave generously of himself to 
his fellow residents of the Alleghany High-
lands. 

Bill cared deeply about the place where he 
grew up and spent his life. He graduated from 
Covington High School in 1960, and later in 
life he advised the school’s Jayteens. He 
worked as a Director of the Alleghany High-
lands Office on Youth Program and as a diver-
sion specialist for Alleghany County and the 
City of Covington. 

Residents of Covington knew him as a long-
time councilman who fulfilled his duties with 
integrity and dedication. From 1976 to 1980 
and again from 1998 until his passing, Bill 
served as District 1’s representative on the 
Covington City Council, and for a time also 
served as Vice Mayor. 

Bill also contributed to various boards and 
organizations with his time and his talents. 
Among his contributions to the Alleghany His-
torical Society was a grand piano. Even as his 
health declined, he continued to sing in the 
Granbery Memorial United Methodist Church 
choir. 

It is hard to think of Covington without re-
membering Bill Zimmerman. During parades in 
Covington, I grew accustomed to seeing him 
on the same street corner greeting people. I 
offer my condolences to his family, his friends 
(of which I was one), and the City of Cov-
ington on this great loss. 

SERENITY TURNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Serenity Tur-
ner for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Serenity Turner is a student at Arvada K–8 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Serenity 
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Se-
renity Turner for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF WIN-
TER PARK FIRE CHIEF JIM 
WHITE 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Jim White, chief of the Win-
ter Park Fire Department, who will be retiring 
in May after over 35 years of public service in 
the firefighting profession. 

Chief White began his career in firefighting 
only a few miles from here as a volunteer at 
the Arlington County Fire Department in Vir-
ginia before moving to Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina, where he worked for ten years as a 
professional firefighter. Chief White later es-
tablished roots in Winter Park, where he has 
spent the last fifteen years as our city’s top 
firefighter. 

Some might say firefighting is the White 
family business. His father also volunteered as 
a firefighter, and his brother went on to be-
come the deputy fire chief of the same Arling-
ton fire station where White began his career. 
These men exemplify courage—running in 
while others are running out. 

But whether it is because firefighting is in 
his family’s DNA or because of his own pas-
sion for the job, it is clear that Chief White is 
both a capable leader and a dedicated public 
servant. During his tenure as the Winter Park 
Fire Chief, he oversaw the development of the 
city’s first emergency management office, the 
improvement of several of the city’s fire safety 
accreditations, and the construction of Winter 
Park’s own public safety facility. 

Chief White’s achievements did not go un-
noticed. In 2008, the International City Man-
agement Association awarded Winter Park its 
‘‘Community Health and Safety Program Ex-
cellence Award’’ in recognition of an effort led 
by Chief White to modernize the city’s fleet of 
ambulances, making it safer for rescue per-
sonnel to save lives. And, in 2014, Chief 
White received the Florida Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation’s ‘‘Fire Chief of the Year Award’’ for his 
service to the public and his contributions to 
the fire service as a whole. 

Although Chief White’s leadership and expe-
rience will surely be missed at the department, 
he will leave an incredible legacy for others to 
follow. As a Winter Park resident myself, I 
want to personally thank Chief Jim White for 
his remarkable career in public service, and I 
wish Jim and his entire family all the best as 
they enter this new and exciting chapter in 
their lives. 

May God bless Chief White and our brave 
firefighters and first responders across this na-
tion who put their lives on the line to keep us 
safe. 
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